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MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2011

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Meijer Foundation donates portraits to Grand Valley
The unveiling of a special, poetry-inspired
gift to Grand Valley from the Meijer
Foundation followed the university’s Fall
Arts Celebration Poetry Night October 21.
“Portraits of American Poets,” a series of 28
paintings by Michigan native Jack Richard
Smith, was unveiled following the poetry
presentation. Smith, who now resides in Taos,
New Mexico, is widely regarded as one of the
most powerful contemporary painters working
in the country. Smith and a number of poets
in the series were on hand for the unveiling.
The series includes portraits of U.S. Poet
Laureates Ted Kooser, Billy Collins and Charles
Simic; Noble Laureate Derek Walcott;
Michigan-born poets Jim Harrison and Dan
Gerber. The collection of six-by-six-inch oil
on copper paintings was first exhibited at the
Cornell Fine Arts Museum at Rollins College in
Winter Park, Florida, prior to a 2009 tour to
various U.S. cities.
Smith, born in Fremont, in 1950, began his
training at Interlochen Arts Academy when he

was 16. As a young man he was
also encouraged by both Harrison
and Gerber to pursue his love of
poetry. He later moved to Ohio
to attend Columbus College of
Art and Design, followed by the
Instituto de Allende, at San Miguel
de Allende, Guanajuato, Mexico.
The artist spent three years
traveling across the country
to the homes and studios of
poets he admires because of
their important contributions
to literary America. Spending
the time to sketch, photograph
and converse with each one, the
paintings were done after Smith
returned to his studio in Taos.

Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick

President Thomas J. Haas and Marcia Haas look at paintings of notable
poets by Jack Richard Smith, at right. The series of paintings, gifted
to Grand Valley by the Meijer Foundation, was unveiled October 21
following Poetry Night in the Eberhard Center.

Drawing upon his profound
knowledge of art history and an
alchemist’s sense of the painting craft, Smith
used a mixture favored by the Dutch Masters,
made from raw linseed oil, white beeswax
and lead salts, mixed on his kitchen stove.

When painted onto copper, the pigments
produce a glowing effect, bringing realism
to each portrait. Though small in size, each
portrait is highly detailed and conveys an
intimate understanding of the poet.

Across Campus
Wesorick to discuss
transformative
patient care
A nursing leader and
entrepreneur in the
field of transformative
patient care will give
the Frederik Meijer
Lecture in early
November
at Grand Valley.
Bonnie Wesorick,
founder and chair
emerita of the Clinical
Bonnie Wesorick
Practice Model
Resource Center in
Grand Rapids, will present “Leading Health
Care Transformation for Those Who Give and
Receive Care” on Monday, November 7 at 7
p.m. in the Eberhard Center. The lecture and
reception are free and open to the public.

The lecture series, sponsored by the Frederik
Meijer Honors College, was established to
provide local and national presentations that
focus on issues of liberal education as they
apply to leadership, innovation and
entrepreneurship.
Wesorick will discuss her experience as a
leader in the development of interprofessional
patient care using evidence-based tools and
resources that have revolutionized health care.
The Kirkhof College of Nursing launched a
campaign in 2009 for the Wesorick Center for
Health Care Transformation to be a center of
excellence within the college. The Wesorick
Center will help address urgent issues in health
care, including the need for patient-centered
care, interprofessional teamwork, quality
and safety, through research and teaching.
One week prior to her lecture, Wesorick will
receive a lifetime achievement award from
the honor society of nursing, Sigma Theta Tau
International. Wesorick is a former KCON

faculty member who has written many
books and articles related to evidence-based
health care.
The Clinical Practice Model Resource Center
is a business unit of Elsevier, a company based
in the Netherlands, which is among the leading
publishers of science and health information.
For more information about the event, contact
the Meijer Honors College at x13219.

New recreation fields
dedicated
Student-athletes were part of a ribbon-cutting
ceremony held October 22 for the dedication
of the new student recreation fields. The fields
will provide more room for the growing
number of students involved in athletics and
intramural sports and clubs on campus.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

how his parents were strong supporters of higher education.

Athletic Director Tim Selgo said: “The new fields are in a perfect spot
because almost all of our students use the recreation facilities. We
are thankful for this project; the new fields will certainly help us
recruit and retain students.”

Students asked him about his favorite part of his job. “My favorite part is
working with students; my job is to help them. I want you to get a good
education and be successful like the students at Grand Valley,” he said.

The fields encompass 65 acres and includes a stormwater management
system, a rugby field, a lacrosse field, a 400-meter track, two softball
fields, a track throws area and picnic shelters. There is also a building
for concessions, locker rooms and scoring.
The fields were created using recycled rubber and synthetic turf,
eliminating the need for water and mowing, which will reduce emissions.

Haas chats about college with
elementary students
More than 150
second and third
grade students
gathered in the lobby
of Harrison Park
Elementary School
in Grand Rapids
October 20 to hear
President Thomas
J. Haas discuss
the importance of
attending college.

Haas’ visit was part of a partnership between Grand Valley and Harrison
Park Elementary School through a grant from the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation. The grant supports Challenge Scholars, a
program that prepares, encourages and provides resources for
students to attend college.

University named national role
model for diversity commitment
Grand Valley was named a national role model for its commitment
to diversity by Minority Access, Inc., a nonprofit organization
that partners with educational institutions and businesses to
improve recruitment and retention of people of color.
Jeanne Arnold, vice president for Inclusion and Equity, accepted the
award in early October in Washington, D.C. She said 17 universities were
selected by Minority Access for their best practices in campus services
and resources for students of color. Central Michigan University was
the only other state university to be named a national role model.
Grand Valley’s recent climate study, Inclusion Implementation Plan,
and Intercultural Competency and Experience Certification were
among the items cited by Minority Access as best practices.

“You’re the future
Photo by Amanda Pitts
leaders of Michigan
President Thomas J. Haas gives the thumbs-up along
and the nation,”
with Harrison Park Elementary students.
Haas said. “There’s
a great community
here that has confidence in you and they want to help you. If
you work hard, you can go to college and get a good job.”

LGBT Resource Center earns grant
The LGBT Resource Center at Grand Valley received a grant from
the Arcus Foundation to help build student leaders and connect
them to social justice efforts.
The $150,000 grant for the next two academic years will help empower
students to create change through social programs, conferences and
continues on page 3

Haas shared stories about his education, work experiences and
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WISE students plant flower bulbs

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Web: www.gvsu.edu/forum.

Students in the Women In Science and
Engineering program planted flower bulbs near
their South C Living Center on October 24.
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Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
News and Information Services Staff:
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist
Michele Coffill, associate director of publications
Nate Hoekstra, communications specialist
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist
Leah Zuber, communications specialist
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator
Amanda Pitts, photographer
Andrew Justus, student writer
Other publications by the News and Information
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published
quarterly for the university community. Visit its
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and
video features.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal
opportunity institution.

Now a four-year-old tradition, the students
plant bulbs in the fall and look forward to
their blossoms around final exams in April.
Laurie Witucki, faculty director for
WISE, said while the tradition began as a
beautification project it now helps symbolize
the growth of first-year students.
“They look back to fall when the bulbs were
planted and see how far they have come in
the spring,” Witucki said. “It’s a reflection
for them and also gives the students a
sense of ownership in where they live.”
The WISE program opened in 2006. It provides
residents with opportunities to network, study
together, meet upperclass science majors and
faculty members, and attend events related
to their future careers in the sciences.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

WISE students plant flower bulbs near their living
center.
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What’s Ahead
Review benefits during
open enrollment

Michigan to the World
— The Haworth Way”
on Tuesday, November
8, in Loosemore
Auditorium. Breakfast
begins at 7:30 a.m.
and the presentation
begins at 8 a.m.

The open enrollment period for health
benefits continues through November 9.
Benefit-eligible faculty and staff members
are reminded to review their benefit options
online at www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness,
click on “2012 Open Enrollment.”

Trustees to meet
in Traverse City
The Grand Valley Board of Trustees will
hold its next regularly scheduled meeting in
Traverse City on Friday, November 4, at
2 p.m. on the second floor of the Traverse
City Regional Center, 2200 Dendrinos Drive,
Suite 102.
The board meets at different campus facilities
for each meeting, but this is the first time the
board is meeting at the regional center
in Traverse City.

U-M faculty to speak at
evolution lecture series
A professor of natural resources and
environment from the University of Michigan
will be the next speaker at the “Evolution
for Everyone” lecture series.
Bobbi Low will discuss “Women’s Lives: Here
and There, Then and Now” on Friday,
November 4, at 3:30 p.m. in Loutit Hall, room
102. The event and reception are free and open
to the public.

Allison Staley performs in Bard to Go in the Bahamas.
The theater troupe will present a final performance on
November 5 in the DeVos Center.

Shakespeare Festival Annual Student
Competition, which features performing,
literary and visual arts.
The BTG production, “Lovestruck,” is a
50-minute collage that explores the
complications of falling in love, using scenes
from The Taming of the Shrew, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, and other popular Shakespeare
plays.

Bianchi assumed the
role of president and
chief executive officer
Franco Bianchi
of Haworth Inc. in
2005. He oversees
and directs the
performance of the global organization, which
comprises Haworth North America, Haworth
Europe, Haworth Asia Pacific and Groupe
Lacasse. He is a graduate of Bologna University
in Bologna, Italy, a chartered public accountant
and has served in the military for NATO.
Reservations can be made online at www.
gvsu.edu/business/events or call x17100.

Learn more about the Bard to Go program
at www.gvsu.edu/shakes.

Kitwana to speak,
lead march during
MLK celebration

Classic Fare event
to feature state foods

Bakari Kitwana, journalist and author, will
be a keynote speaker during the Martin
Luther King Jr. celebration at Grand Valley.

Grand Valley Classic Fare Catering and Events
is hosting a Food and Wine Fest at the Alumni
House on Saturday, November 5, from 4-8 p.m.

Kitwana will lead the silent march on
campus on January 16 and give an afternoon
presentation in the Kirkhof
Center. He will also be the
evening speaker that day
at the community event
hosted by Grand Rapids
Community College.

The event will feature a variety of
Michigan-inspired gourmet food samplings
prepared by Classic Fare chefs.

Low will explore women’s history and marriage
patterns from an evolutionary perspective.
The lecture series is sponsored by the Biology,
Political Science and Psychology departments.
For more information, call x12195.

Stations will include wild game, fish, premium
cheeses, gelato, gourmet desserts and
homemade breads and dips. Local vendors
include Reserve Wine Bar, Sweet Cakes,
Village Baker and Palazzolo’s Artisan Gelato.

Final Bard to Go
performance set

A complimentary trolley will be available to
transport guests from the Pew Grand Rapids
Campus to the Alumni House.

The Shakespeare Festival will wrap up the
2011 season with the final Bard to Go
performance. As the festival’s touring arm,
Bard to Go reaches about 800 Michigan
middle and high school students each year.
This lively production was also performed in
early October in the Bahamas, by invitation, as
part of a “Shakespeare in Paradise” program.

Tickets are $50 per person and can be
purchased by calling Classic Fare at x13342
by November 2. Additional information
can be found at www.classicfare.net.

A final performance is free and open to the
public on Saturday, November 5, at 1:30 p.m.
in the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.
It will be preceded by an awards ceremony
showcasing the winners of the Grand Valley

The president and CEO of Haworth Inc. will
give The Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture
sponsored by the Seidman College of Business.

Haworth president to
give Secchia lecture

The author of four books,
Kitwana is a senior media
fellow at the Jamestown
Project, a Harvard Law
Bakari Kitwana
think-tank; and CEO of
Rap Sessions, a company
that conducts townhall meetings around
the country on difficult topics facing the
hip-hop generation. Kitwana’s latest book
is Hip-Hop Activism in the Obama Era.
He earned a bachelor’s and two master’s
degrees from the University of Rochester.
Grand Valley will hold a week’s worth of
events to commemorate the life and legacy
of King. Michelle Alexander, author of The
New Jim Crow, will be on campus January
18-19. Keep updated on all events at
www.gvsu.edu/mlk.

Franco Bianchi will present “From West

Across Campus
continued from page 2
training sessions, according to center director Colette Seguin Beighley.
Two key areas are highlighted below:
Grant money will help support the second year of “Change U: Training
for Social Justice.” Limited to 100 applicants, Change U participants will
receive training at either introductory or advanced levels facilitated by
local and national speakers. Sessions will run January to April. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/socialjustice for more information; registration begins
November 1.

The Arcus grant helps fund the center’s participation in “A People’s
History of the LGBTQ Community in Grand Rapids,” a community
partnership with the Grand Rapids Institute for Information Democracy
and Grand Valley’s Kutsche Office of Local History. Seguin Beighley
said the project grew from the center’s previous Arcus grant to
videotape interviews with the LGBTQ community for a documentary.
The documentary will premiere November 17 in the DeVos Center. More
information is online at www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc, click on “A People’s
History.”

4

FORUM | OCTOBER 31, 2011

General Events
Tues., Nov. 1
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Divorce
Recovery Group. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for
more information.
4 p.m.: Native American Heritage Month
Event: “Two Spirits.” 2266 KC. Call x12177
for more information.

2:30 p.m. &3:30 p.m.: Campus Forum: General
Education Program. 2204 KC. Visit gvsu.
edu/gened for more info.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: Native American Heritage Month
Event: “Dancing in Moccasins: Keeping
Native American Traditions Alive.” 2204
KC.

Free for Good.” Six-week class. Call x12215
for more information.

Fri., Nov. 4
11 a.m.: Board of Trustees Meeting. Traverse
City Regional Center.
Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty Friday.
120 LOH. Call x12922 for more information.

8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series with Jonathan
Nichol, saxophone. 1325 PAC. Call x13484
for more information.

Noon: Diversity Brownbag Series: “History of
Native Americans in the Great Lakes,” by
Levi Rickert. 2204 KC. Call x12177 for more
information.

Noon: Women’s Center hosts “Human
Trafficking West Michigan.” HOL. Call
x12748 for more information.

Wed., Nov. 2

6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film
Series, “Capturing the Friedmans.” 114
LMH. Call x12195 for more information.

3 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: “A Discussion with
MDEQ about Invasive Starry Stonewort,”
by Lisa Huberty. LMC. Call x13749 for
more information.

8:30 a.m.: Excellence Series: “Core
Competencies for New Supervisors,” by
Mitzi Taylor. 2270 KC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/seminar to register.
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Majors Fair. 2250 KC.
Noon-2 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts
Wellness Wednesdays. 1142 KC. Call x12215
for more information.

Thurs., Nov. 3
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.

3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone hosts
“Women’s Lives: Here and There, Then
and Now,” by Bobbi Low. 102 LTT. Call
x12195 for more information.

Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “Tobacco

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
James Goode, professor of history, was
interviewed by WZZM-TV and the Grand
Rapids Press for a story about the death of
Moammar Gadhafi.

presentations, “A Self-Sustaining Slave
Population: Demographic Evidence from
Arecibo, Puerto Rico,” at the Annual Meeting
of the Association of Caribbean Historians; and
“Los lazos que unen:Padrinazgoe entre
esclavos en Arecibo, Puerto Rico,” at the
Spanish Caribbean Conference.

Patricia Bravender, library faculty
member, co-wrote an article, “Should
chat reference be staffed by librarians?
An assessment of chat reference at an
academic library using LibStats,” published
in Internet Reference Services Quarterly.

Scott Berlin, assistant professor of social
work, gave a presentation, “Foster Care
and LGBT Youth,” at the Ara Cary Endowed
Lecture Series.

Robert Talbert, associate professor of
mathematics, wrote an article, “Using MATLAB
to Teach Problem-Solving Techniques to
First-Year Liberal Arts Students,” published
in MathWorks.

Facilities Services staff members Terry
Pahl and Tom Michalak received the
Energy Project of the Year Award for
Region III from the Association of Energy
Engineers at the World Energy Engineering
Congress convention held in Chicago.

Cray Mulder, assistant professor of social
work, gave a presentation, “Trauma in the
Family System: Coping with Ambiguous Loss,”
at the Ara Cary Endowed Lecture Series.

Craig Benjamin, associate professor of history,
was featured in a television program, “A
History of the World in Two Hours,” on the
History Channel.

Tim Thimmesch, assistant vice president
for Facilities Services, was elected president
of MiAPPA at the annual meeting held
at Northern Michigan University.

Muthoni Imungi, field education coordinator
for social work, gave a presentation, “Refugees
in the System,” at the Ara Cary Endowed
Lecture Series.

David Alvarez, associate professor of
English, wrote an article, “‘Dulcie Longs
for the Comfort of the Quotidian’: The
Place of Everyday Life in Zoe Wicomb’s
David’s Story,” published in Current Writing:
Text and Reception in Southern Africa.

David Vessey, associate professor of
philosophy, wrote articles, “Heidegger’s
Existential Domestication of Luther,”
published in When Reason Is a Whore: The
Quandary of Lutheran Philosophy; “Deriving
Gadamer’s Account of Intersubjectivity from
His Account of Dialogue,” in Hermeneutics and
the Art of Conversation; “Davidson, Gadamer,
Incommensurability, and the Third Dogma
of Empiricism,” in Dialogues with Donald
Davidson; and “Ricoeur and Gadamer on
Recognition,” in Gadamer and Ricoeur: Critical
Horizons for Contemporary Hermeneutics.

Sketches

Brian Lakey, professor of psychology,
co-wrote an article, “Relational Regulation
Theory,” published in Psychological Review.
Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center
staff members Christine Rener and Kurt
Ellenberger, gave a presentation, “Successful
Engagement in General Education Courses,”
at the Lilly Conference on College and
University Teaching in Traverse City.
Sheldon Kopperl, professor of biomedical
sciences and liberal studies, was elected
treasurer of the Interfaith Dialogue
Association of Grand Rapids.
David Stark, associate professor of history, gave

Steven L. Smith, associate professor of social
work, wrote an article, “Elders’ Behaviors and
Attitudes Regarding the Cost of Prescription
Medications,” published in Human
Innovation Review.
Dolli Lutes, director of the McNair Program,
received an annual program funding grant
from the U.S. Department of Education.
Patricia Rowe, professor of movement
science, was named the 2011 College/
University Leader of the Year by the Michigan
Association for Health, Physical Education,
Recreation and Dance Board of Directors.

Ranelle Brew, assistant professor of health
sciences, gave a presentation, “Lessons Learned
from Community & University Partnerships,”
at the Michigan Public Health Premier
Conference.

